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About

 Surah ‘Isra’ contains 111 verses, and it is 
widely known to be a Meccan Surah. 
However, some are of the opinion that 
verses 26, 32, 33, 57, and 58 of it were 
originally revealed in Medina.

This Surah has been named as ‘Subhan’ 
for its first word; it has also been named 
Surah ‘Isra’ for the sake of referring to 
the adventure of ascension of the 
Prophet (S), and has also been named 
‘Surah Bani ‘Isra’il’ for recounting of the 
story of Bani-Israel.

As in the case of other ‘Meccan Suras’, 
this Surah deals with such issues as 
‘monotheism’ ‘resurrection’ beneficial 
pieces of advice, and struggle against all 
sorts of paganism, injustice and 
deviation, traditions and rules, whether 
individual and social in historical 
perspective, the story of Adam and ’Iblis, 
the Prophet of Islam (S) and his position 
in Mecca.

The main point in question in this Holy 
Surah is the ‘Ascension of the Messenger 
(S)’.

 There are numerous rewards mentioned 
in various Islamic quotations for those 
who recite or read this Surah among 
which one may name the quotation from 
Imam Sadiq (as) who said:

“Whoever reads Surah Bani Israel on each 
night preceding Fridays will 
unequivocally grasp the presence of 
Hadrat-i-Qa’im (as), before his death and 
will be included among his companions.”

001 The Apostle Muhammad’s Visit

011 None Shall Bear the Burden of Others

023 Goodness and Submission to Parents 
Ordained

031 Moral Conduct

041 Everything in the Heavens and in the 
Earth Glorifies Allah

041 To Seek Guidance from the People of the 
Qur’an
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066 Guidance from the Bounties of Allah for 
Man

071 Every People Will Be Summoned with 
Their Own Imam

078 Times of Prayer and the Midnight Prayer

085 Qur’an Inimitable

094 No Cause for Anyone to Disbelieve Any 
Messenger of Allah

101 Those Gifted with Knowledge – The 
Ministry of Moses
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About

 This Surah contains one hundred and ten 
verses, all of which were revealed in 
Mecca, except verse 28. In this holy 
Surah, the story of the Companions of 
the Cave (Kahf), the story of Moses and 
Khidr (a.s), the story of Zulqarnayn, and 
some awakening materials about Origin 
and End have been discussed.

The pagans of Quraysh sent some 
persons from Mecca to Medina to ask the 
reality of the event of the advent of 
Hadrat Muhammad Mustaf a (S) and the 
signs of his truthfulness from the 
scholars of the Jews who were living 
there.

The Jewish scholars told those persons, 
who were sent by the pagans, that they 
would ask him (S) about three subjects. 
The Jewish scholars said if Muhammad 
(S) answered two subjects and restrained 
from answering the third one, he would 
be True. Those subjects were about: the 
Companions of the Cave, Zulqarnayn, 
and the Soul.

They said: if Muhammad (S) could 
answer the questions of ‘the Companions 
of the Cave’ and ‘Zulqarnayn’, but he did 
not answer the question about the Soul, 
he was a Divine Prophet.

 There are many traditions recorded 
upon the virtue of this Surah and the 
effects of its recitation. Among them is 
that: whoever recites this Surah by the 
night before Friday, it causes his sins to 
be forgiven, and he will be involved in 
Allah’s Mercy.

Of course, as it has been repeatedly said, 
recitation of the holy verses of the 
Qur’an accompanied with understanding 
and fulfilling them accordingly, is the 
secret of obtaining the blessings of the 
Qur’an.
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Proved
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032 The Parable of an Ungrateful and a 
Grateful Man
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050 Satan and His Tribe

054 Allah is Forgiving and the Lord of Mercy

060 Moses’ Search for Higher Knowledge

071 Moses Following the One Gifted with 
Knowledge of Allah

101 Those Gifted with Knowledge – The 
Ministry of Moses
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